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The 2002 revelation that George Washington kept slaves in his executive mansion at Philadelphia's
Independence National Historical Park in the 1790s prompted an eight-year controversy about the role of
slavery in America's commemorative landscape. When the President's House installation opened in 2010, it
became the first federal property to feature a slave memorial.

 

In Upon the Ruins of Liberty, Roger Aden offers a compelling account that explores the development of this
important historic site and how history, space, and public memory intersected with contemporary racial
politics. Aden constructs this engrossing tale by drawing on archival material and interviews with principal
figures in the controversy-including historian Ed Lawler, site activist Michael Coard, and site designer
Emanuel Kelly.

 

Upon the Ruins of Liberty chronicles the politically-charged efforts to create a fitting tribute to the place
where George Washington (and later, John Adams) shaped the presidency while denying freedom to the nine
enslaved Africans in his household. From design to execution, the plans prompted advocates to embrace
stories informed by race, and address difficulties that included how to handle the results of the site
excavation. As such, this landmark project raised concerns and provided lessons about the role of public
memory and how places are made to shape the nation's identity.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wild:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Upon the Ruins of Liberty: Slavery, the President's House at Independence
National Historical Park, and Public Memory.

Mary Wing:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who
want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Upon the Ruins of Liberty: Slavery, the
President's House at Independence National Historical Park, and Public Memory book as beginning and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jonathan Solis:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been ride
on and with addition info. Even you love Upon the Ruins of Liberty: Slavery, the President's House at
Independence National Historical Park, and Public Memory, you may enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Cheryl Bullen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Upon the
Ruins of Liberty: Slavery, the President's House at Independence National Historical Park, and Public
Memory.
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