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This book takes it as a given that the city is made of multiple partially localized assemblages built of
heterogeneous networks, spaces, and practices. The past century of urban studies has focused on various
aspects—space, culture, politics, economy—but these too often address each domain and the city itself as a
bounded and cohesive entity. The multiple and overlapping enactments that constitute urban life require a
commensurate method of analysis that encompasses the human and non-human aspects of cities—from
nature to socio-technical networks, to hybrid collectivities, physical artefacts and historical legacies, and the
virtual or imagined city.

This book proposes—and its various chapters offer demonstrations—importing into urban studies a body of
theories, concepts, and perspectives developed in the field of science and technology studies (STS) and,
more specifically, Actor-Network Theory (ANT). The essays examine artefacts, technical systems,
architectures, place and eventful spaces, the persistence of history, imaginary and virtual elements of city
life, and the politics and ethical challenges of a mode of analysis that incorporates multiple actors as hybrid
chains of causation. The chapters are attentive to the multiple scales of both the object of analysis and the
analysis itself. The aim is more ambitious than the mere transfer of a fashionable template. The
authors embrace ANT critically, as much as a metaphor as a method of analysis, deploying it to think with,
to ask new questions, to find the language to achieve more compelling descriptions of city life and of urban
transformations. By greatly extending the chain or network of causation, proliferating heterogeneous agents,
non-human as well as human, without limit as to their enrolment in urban assemblages, Actor-Network
Theory offers a way of addressing the particular complexity and openness characteristic of cities.

By enabling an escape from the reification of the city so common in social theory, ANT’s notion of hybrid
assemblages offers richer framing of the reality of the city—of urban experience—that is responsive to
contingency and complexity. Therefore Urban Assemblages is a pertinent book for students, practitioners
and scholars as it aims to shift the parameters of urban studies and contribute a meaningful argument for the
urban arena which will dominate the coming decades in government policies.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Kuester:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if
those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Urban Assemblages: How Actor-Network Theory
Changes Urban Studies (Questioning Cities) as your daily resource information.

Jennifer Bell:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you
should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Urban Assemblages: How Actor-
Network Theory Changes Urban Studies (Questioning Cities) can be great book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Ernest Ainsworth:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. Urban Assemblages: How Actor-Network Theory Changes Urban Studies (Questioning
Cities) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Enoch Dutton:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Urban Assemblages: How Actor-Network Theory Changes Urban Studies (Questioning Cities) when you
desired it?
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