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As the summer of 1821 began, John James Audubon's ambition to create a comprehensive pictorial record of
American birds was still largely a dream. Then, out of economic necessity, Audubon came to Oakley
Plantation, a sprawling estate in Louisiana's West Feliciana Parish. Teeming with an abundance of birds, the
woods of Oakley galvanized Audubon's sense of possibility for one of the most audacious undertakings in
the annals of art.

In A Summer of Birds, journalist and essayist Danny Heitman sorts through the facts and romance of
Audubon's summer at Oakley, a season that clearly shaped the destiny of the world's most famous bird artist.
Heitman draws from a rich variety of sources -- including Audubon's own extensive journals, more recent
Audubon scholarship, and Robert Penn Warren's poetry -- to create a stimulating excursion across time,
linking the historical man Audubon to the present-day civic and cultural icon. He considers the financial
straits that led to Audubon's employment at Oakley as a private tutor to fifteen-year-old Eliza Pirrie,
Audubon's family history, his flamboyance as a master of self-invention, his naturalist and artistic
techniques, and the possible reasons for his dismissal. Illustrations include photographs of Oakley House --
now a state historic site -- Audubon's paintings from his Oakley period, and portraits of the Pirrie family
members.

A favorable combination of climate and geography made Oakley a birding haven, and Audubon completed
or began at least twenty-three bird paintings -- among his finest work -- while staying there. A Summer of
Birds will inform and delight readers in its exploration of this eventful but unsung 1821 interlude, a
fascinating chapter in the life of America's foremost bird artist. It is an indispensable pleasure for birders,
Audubon enthusiasts, and visitors to Oakley House.
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From reader reviews:

George Marsh:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled A Summer of Birds: John James Audubon at Oakley House (The Hill
Collection: Holdings of the LSU Libraries). Try to face the book A Summer of Birds: John James Audubon
at Oakley House (The Hill Collection: Holdings of the LSU Libraries) as your good friend. It means that it
can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Brent Abramson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular A Summer of Birds: John
James Audubon at Oakley House (The Hill Collection: Holdings of the LSU Libraries) to read.

Roger Alford:

This A Summer of Birds: John James Audubon at Oakley House (The Hill Collection: Holdings of the LSU
Libraries) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of
this A Summer of Birds: John James Audubon at Oakley House (The Hill Collection: Holdings of the LSU
Libraries) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types.
Beside that this A Summer of Birds: John James Audubon at Oakley House (The Hill Collection: Holdings
of the LSU Libraries) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Ruth Jones:

A Summer of Birds: John James Audubon at Oakley House (The Hill Collection: Holdings of the LSU
Libraries) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to set every word into delight arrangement in writing A Summer of Birds: John James Audubon at Oakley



House (The Hill Collection: Holdings of the LSU Libraries) although doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.
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