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The lives of lesbians who grew up before 1965 remain cloaked in mystery. Historians have illuminated the
worlds of upper-middle-class "romantic friends" and working-class butch and femme women who frequented
lesbian bars in the ’50s and ’60s. The majority of lesbians, however, were lower-middle-class women who
hid their sexual identity by engaging in discreet social and sexual relationships.

Drawing on correspondence, interviews, journals, and newspaper articles, Awfully Devoted Women offers a
nuanced portrait of the lives of middle-class lesbians in the decades before the gay rights movement in
English-Canada. Accounts and explorations of these women’s sexual practices, thoughts on same-sex desire,
and relations with friends and family unveil a world of private relationships, house parties, and discreet
social networks. This intimate study of the lives of women forced to love in secret not only challenges the
idea that lesbian relationships in the past were asexual, it also reveals the courage it took for women to
explore desire in an era when they were supposed to know little about sexuality.

Awfully Devoted Women is the first book-length study of lesbian sexuality, relationships, and community in
Canada before 1965. It will be of interest to students and practitioners of Canadian history and women’s
studies and to anyone interested in the history of sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Gussie Steller:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Awfully Devoted
Women: Lesbian Lives in Canada, 1900-65 (Sexuality Studies) book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Charles Hager:

Awfully Devoted Women: Lesbian Lives in Canada, 1900-65 (Sexuality Studies) can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Awfully Devoted Women: Lesbian Lives in Canada, 1900-65 (Sexuality Studies) yet doesn't forget
the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Dennis James:

You may get this Awfully Devoted Women: Lesbian Lives in Canada, 1900-65 (Sexuality Studies) by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Steven Evans:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Awfully Devoted Women: Lesbian Lives in
Canada, 1900-65 (Sexuality Studies) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like
to start a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Awfully Devoted Women: Lesbian Lives in Canada,
1900-65 (Sexuality Studies) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of their time.
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