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Today it is widely recognized that gay men played a prominent role in defining the culture of mid-twentieth-
century America, with such icons as Tennessee Williams, Edward Albee, Aaron Copland, Samuel Barber,
Montgomery Clift, and Rock Hudson defining much of what seemed distinctly "American" on the stage and
screen. Even though few gay artists were "out," their sexuality caused significant anxiety during a time of
rampant antihomosexual attitudes. Michael Sherry offers a sophisticated analysis of the tension between the
nation's simultaneous dependence on and fear of the cultural influence of gay artists.

Sherry places conspiracy theories about the "homintern" (homosexual international) taking control and
debasing American culture within the paranoia of the time that included anticommunism, anti-Semitism, and
racism. Gay artists, he argues, helped shape a lyrical, often nationalist version of American modernism that
served the nation's ambitions to create a cultural empire and win the Cold War. Their success made them
valuable to the country's cultural empire but also exposed them to rising antigay sentiment voiced even at the
highest levels of power (for example, by President Richard Nixon). Only late in the twentieth century, Sherry
concludes, did suspicion slowly give way to an uneasy accommodation of gay artists' place in American life.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Daigneault:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined
Conspiracy (Caravan Book). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a new book Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy
(Caravan Book). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's read.

Carla Spiegel:

This Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy (Caravan Book) is completely new
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy
(Caravan Book) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the
e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition
to knowledge.

Margaret Gray:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An
Imagined Conspiracy (Caravan Book) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book
you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We
should have Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy (Caravan Book).

Avis Marguez:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By the book Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy (Caravan Book) we can



acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this
book Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy (Caravan Book). You can more
inviting than now.
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