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Young Minnie Sidgwick was just 12 years old when her cousin, 23-year old Edward Benson, proposed to her
in 1853. Edward went on to become Archbishop of Canterbury and little Minnie—as Mary Benson—to
preside over Lambeth Palace, and a social world that ranged from Tennyson and Browning to foreign royalty
and Queen Victoria herself. Prime Minister William Gladstone called her "the cleverest woman in Europe."
Yet Mrs. Benson's most intense relationships were not with her husband and his associates, but with other
women. When the Archbishop died, Mary—"Ben" to her intimates—turned down an offer from the Queen to
live at Windsor, and set up home in a Jacobean manor house with her friend Lucy Tait. She remained at the
heart of her family of fiercely eccentric and "unpermissably gifted" children, each as individual as herself.
They knew Henry James, Oscar Wilde, and Gertrude Bell. Arthur wrote the words for "Land of Hope and
Glory"; Fred became a hugely successful author (his Mapp and Lucia novels still have a cult following); and
Maggie a renowned Egyptologist. But none of them was "the marrying sort" and such a rackety family
seemed destined for disruption: Maggie tried to kill her mother and was institutionalized, Arthur suffered
numerous breakdowns, and young Hugh became a Catholic priest, embroiled in scandal. Drawing on the
diaries and novels of the Bensons themselves, as well as writings of contemporaries ranging from George
Eliot to Charles Dickens, Rodney Bolt creates a rich and intimate family history of Victorian and Edwardian
England. But, most of all, he tells the sometimes touching, sometimes hilarious, story of one lovable,
brilliant woman and her trajectory through the often surprising opportunities and the remarkable limitations
of a Victorian woman's life.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this As Good as God, as Clever as the Devil: The
Impossible Life of Mary Benson to read.

Jennifer Byler:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual As Good as
God, as Clever as the Devil: The Impossible Life of Mary Benson is kind of publication which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Marcos Anderson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take As Good as God, as Clever as the Devil: The
Impossible Life of Mary Benson as the daily resource information.

Helene Anderson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be As Good as God, as Clever as the Devil: The Impossible Life of Mary
Benson.
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