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"The black experience in the antebellum South has been thoroughly documented. But histories set in the
North are few. In the Shadow of Slavery, then, is a big and ambitious book, one in which insights about race
and class in New York City abound. Leslie Harris has masterfully brought more than two centuries of
African American history back to life in this illuminating new work."—David Roediger, author of The
Wages of Whiteness

In 1991 in lower Manhattan, a team of construction workers made an astonishing discovery. Just two blocks
from City Hall, under twenty feet of asphalt, concrete, and rubble, lay the remains of an eighteenth-century
"Negro Burial Ground." Closed in 1790 and covered over by roads and buildings throughout the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries, the site turned out to be the largest such find in North America, containing the
remains of as many as 20,000 African Americans. The graves revealed to New Yorkers and the nation an
aspect of American history long hidden: the vast number of enslaved blacks who labored to create our
nation's largest city.

In the Shadow of Slavery lays bare this history of African Americans in New York City, starting with the
arrival of the first slaves in 1626, moving through the turbulent years before emancipation in 1827, and
culminating in one of the most terrifying displays of racism in U.S. history, the New York City Draft Riots
of 1863. Drawing on extensive travel accounts, autobiographies, newspapers, literature, and organizational
records, Leslie M. Harris extends beyond prior studies of racial discrimination by tracing the undeniable
impact of African Americans on class, politics, and community formation and by offering vivid portraits of
the lives and aspirations of countless black New Yorkers.

Written with clarity and grace, In the Shadow of Slavery is an ambitious new work that will prove
indispensable to historians of the African American experience, as well as anyone interested in the history of
New York City.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Drake:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book In the Shadow of Slavery: African Americans in
New York City, 1626-1863 (Historical Studies of Urban America). You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book In the Shadow of Slavery:
African Americans in New York City, 1626-1863 (Historical Studies of Urban America). You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Dana Richardson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled In the
Shadow of Slavery: African Americans in New York City, 1626-1863 (Historical Studies of Urban America)
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for
but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The In the Shadow of Slavery: African
Americans in New York City, 1626-1863 (Historical Studies of Urban America) giving you one more
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Betty Callahan:

Beside this kind of In the Shadow of Slavery: African Americans in New York City, 1626-1863 (Historical
Studies of Urban America) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have In the Shadow of
Slavery: African Americans in New York City, 1626-1863 (Historical Studies of Urban America) because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book
in addition to read it from today!

Thomas Rice:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This In the Shadow of Slavery: African Americans in New York



City, 1626-1863 (Historical Studies of Urban America) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So ,
why hesitate? We should have In the Shadow of Slavery: African Americans in New York City, 1626-1863
(Historical Studies of Urban America).
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