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Thirty years before Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, the antislavery movement won its first
victory in the British Parliament. On August 1, 1834, the Abalition of Slavery Bill took effect, ending
colonial slavery throughout the British Empire. Over the next three decades, "August First Day," also known
as"West India Day" and "Emancipation Day," became the most important annual celebration of
emancipation among people of African descent in the northern United States, the British Caribbean, Canada
West, and the United Kingdom and played a critical role in popular mobilization against American slavery.
In Rites of August First, J. R. Kerr-Ritchie provides the first detailed analysis of the origins, nature, and
conseguences of this important commemoration that hel ped to shape the age of Anglo-American
emancipation.

Combining social, cultural, and political history, Kerr-Ritchie discusses the ideological and cultural
representations of August First Day in print, oratory, and visua images. Spanning the Western hemisphere,
Kerr-Ritchie's study successfully unravels the cultural politics of emancipation celebrations, analyzing the
social practicesinformed by public ritual, symbol, and spectacle designed to elicit feelings of common
identity among blacks in the Atlantic World. Rites of August First shows how and why the commemorative
events changed between British emancipation and the freeing of slavesin the United States a generation
later, while also examining the connections among local, regional, and international commemorations.

While shedding light on an important black institution that has been long ignored, Rites of August First also
contributes to the broader study of emancipation and black Atlantic identity. Its transnational approach
challengeslocal and national narratives that have largely shaped previous investigations of these questions.
Kerr-Ritchie shows how culture and community were truly political at thisimportant historical moment and,
most broadly, how politics and culture converge and profoundly influence each other.
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From reader reviews:
Carl Yeates:

The book Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and
the Atlantic World) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why must we leave a very important thing like abook Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the
Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World)? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try
to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
are ableto share al of these. Book Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World
(Antislavery, Abalition, and the Atlantic World) has simple shape however you know: it has great and
massive function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Willard Sarvis:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black
Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) had been making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Rites of
August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abalition, and the Atlantic
World) is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you feel
bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the
book Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abalition, and the
Atlantic World). Y ou never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Gloria Todd:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get alife style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the
Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abalition, and the Atlantic World) is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Cassandra Harvey:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now istaking



seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black
Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) as your daily resource information.
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