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In the popular imagination, the controversial 1963 demolition of Pennsylvania Station gave birth to New
York City’s historic preservation movement. As Randall Mason reveals, however, historic preservation has
been a persistent force in the development of New York since the 1890s, when the city’s leading politicians,
planners, and architects first recognized the need to preserve the rapidly evolving city’s past.

Rich with archival research, The Once and Future New York documents the emergence of historic
preservation in New York at the turn of the twentieth century. Between 1890 and 1920, preservationists
saved and restored buildings, parks, and monuments throughout the city’s five boroughs that represented
continuity with the past. Mason argues these efforts created a “memory infrastructure” that established a
framework for New York’s collective memory and fused celebrations of the city’s past with optimism about
its future.

Focusing on three major projects—the restoration of City Hall Park, the ultimately failed attempt to save
historic St. John’s Chapel, and the construction of the Bronx River Parkway— Mason challenges several
myths about historic preservation. Against the charge that preservationists were antiquarians concerned only
with architecturally significant buildings, Mason instead asserts that many were social reformers interested in
recovering the city’s collective history. Even more important, he demonstrates that historic preservation in
this period, rather than being fundamentally opposed to growth, was integral to modern urban development.
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From reader reviews:

James Shaw:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Once and Future New York: Historic Preservation and the Modern City.

Patricia Howard:

This book untitled The Once and Future New York: Historic Preservation and the Modern City to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Christopher Thompson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Once and Future New York: Historic
Preservation and the Modern City can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Sunny Lopez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The Once and Future New York: Historic
Preservation and the Modern City can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book
you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Once
and Future New York: Historic Preservation and the Modern City.
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